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Feds OK
charging
Edwards

Case involves use of
money during campaign

By J. AnpRew CurLISS
AND Joseph Nepe
STAFF WRITERS

An intense, behind-the-scenes legal
struggle over whether John Edwards
can be charged with a crime has come to

an end, and Edwards is the loser,
Federal prosecutors in Washington
decided this week they can seek an in-
dictment against Edwards, the former
North Carolina senator and two-time
Democratic presidential candidate, ac-
cording to multiple sources involved in
the case. The sources spoke to The
News & Observer on
= condition they not be

identified.
& ‘The decision follows
T two years of investiga-

1= = B tion in the broad probe

A of Edwards’ campaign
‘ and the use of money
L for his mistress, Rielle
Edwards  Hunter.

couldface Justice Department
indictment.  officials, members of
Edwards’ legal team
and Edwards all declined public com-
ment or could not be reached about the
decision-making in the investigation.

Gregory Craig, one of Edwards’ law-
vers, said Wednesday the government
has wasted millions pursuing Edwards.

“John Edwards has done wrong in his
life - and he knows it better than anyone
~ but he did not break the law,” Craig
said. “The government’s theory is
r/mng on the facts and wrong on the
law.”

A grand jury could begin hearing in-
formation as soon as Tuesday from pros-
ecutors seeking an indictment. The
grand jury work could last several days.
Grand jury meetings are secret, but
dictments are public once they are
sued. It would be rare for prosecutors to
seek an indictment and not secure one.

But an indictment is not a certainty.

Edwards could decide to make a deal,
plead guilty to a crime and end the
probe. Any plea deal would require that
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Online: Read a PDF from Gregory
g Craig, John Edwards' lead attorney,
denying the charges, and see more

photos of Edwards through the years at
newsobserver.com/news.
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OTTY WINS!

Scotty McCreery reacts after winning at the

"American Idol” finale in Los Angeles. Other “American Idol” contestants congratulate
him. In an emotional moment, Scotty tried to sing as he hugged his parents, Mike and Judy McCreery, and his sister, Ashley.

CHRIS PIZZELLO - AP

GARNER'S FAVORITE SON WINS 'AMERICAN IDOL" IN RECORD VOTE

By Thap OGBURN AND Sarast NAGEM
STAFF WRITERS

Scotty McCreery, whose deep voice, country
twang and aw-shucks charm made him an
“American Idol” favorite on, was de-
clared the winner of the TV singing competition
Wednesday night.

Aftera record 122.4 million viewer votes were
counted, “Idol” host Ryan Seacrest announced
that Scotty, the 17-year-old Garner High School

junior, had defeated Lauren Alaina Suddeth, a
16-year-old from Rossville, Ga.

As the confetti fell during the “Idol” finale at
the Nokia Theatre in Los Angeles, more than
8,200 Scotty fans roared their approval at the
RBC Center in Raleigh. All night, the crowd had
been cheering whenever Scotty’s face appeared
on the giant screen. During commercial breaks,
they chanted “Let’s go Scotty!” in unison.

“I think people just fellin love with him. He's

justaniceittle role model,” said Elizabeth Wor-
ley of Raleigh, who was at the RBC Center with
five friends who wore red, white and blue top
hats that spelled out “Sco

In Los Angeles, an emotional Scotty tried to
sing as he hugged his parents, Mike and Judy
McCreery of Garner, his sister, Ashley, and his
fellow contestants, including Lauren, whom he

SEE SCOTTY, PAGE 6A




